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Health News: 1 in 5 Children with Cancer Die —
What More Can Medicine Do?

Each year, tens of thousands of children are diagnosed with cancer in the United States. Thanks
to advances in chemotherapy, radiation, and immunotherapy, survival rates have improved
dramatically over the past few decades. Yet one sobering fact remains: one in five children with
cancer still dies. Often, the cause isn’t the cancer itself—it’s infection.

When the Body’s Defenses Vanish

During many cancer treatments, patients experience neutropenia, a condition marked by
dangerously low levels of white blood cells called neutrophils. These cells are the body’s first
responders against bacterial and fungal invaders. Without them, even harmless bacteria from the
skin, mouth, or air can cause life-threatening infections.

In hospitals, this vulnerability becomes magnified. Pathogens that a healthy immune system
would easily suppress can become deadly. Airborne bacteria, viral particles, and fungi
circulating in clinical environments—particularly those that survive on surfaces—pose constant
threats to immunocompromised patients.

A Hidden Risk Inside the MRI and CT Suites

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and Computed Tomography (CT) scans are among
medicine’s most vital tools, offering clear, detailed images of internal organs and tissues. These
technologies help oncologists monitor tumor progress, assess organ function, and guide life-
saving treatment decisions.



